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The epithet 'grave', which Habington had attached
to his wife's parents, was in the main an accurate one so
far, at least, as Lord Powys was concerned. In a letter
dated 5th December, 1639, to the Countess of Leicester,
Algernon, Earl of Northumberland, wrote:
My Lady Carnarvon conditioned before she would pro-
misse to be of the Maske, that it should not be daunced
upon a Sunday, for she is growne so devout by converse-
ing with my Lord Powis and the Doctor, that now she
will neither Daunce nor see a Play upon the Sabath...
Equally devout was his Roman Catholic son, Sir
Percy. So much so, that in February, 1637-38, a pro-
posal had been put forward at the Council Table to
have his son William, then ten years of age, taken
from him and brought up in the Protestant faith. Mr.
Garrard, after relating this news to Lord Wentworth,
adds: 4My Lord Powis was not pleased much with this
motion, gets access to the King, pleads hard for his
son, humbly desires that his son may not be held the
most Jesuited papist of England, and made the only
example of this kind, but he should do it much more
willingly if it were generally done/ And Garrard con-
cludes: 'Nothing of the kind is done yet, but my Lord
Chamberlain presseth my Lord of Canterbury often
in this particular.'